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Trends in child development



Summary indicators – DV1 and DV2



Summary indicators – OT5



Trends in specific domains 
of development



Trends on each developmental domain 
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What might be sitting behind 
these trends?





Trends in OT5 by socio-economic status



Trends in OT5 by geographical location



Early education and care attendance

2009 2012 2015 2018 2021 2024

Preschool  86.6% 90.5% 90.6% 92.4% 92.3% 93.3%

Daycare  34.7% 42.5% 41.9% 51.8% 55.1% 62.4%

Family Daycare 2.5% 4.7% 5.6% 5.2% 4.6% 4.1%

Grandparents 4.8% 15.9% 18.0% 20.5% 19.3% 20.9%

Other relative 1.3% 5.7% 5.8% 5.5% 5.1% 6.2%

Nanny 0.6% 1.9% 2.0% 2.1% 1.7% 1.7%

Other person 2.5% 5.6% 5.1% 3.6% 3.1% 2.9%

Playgroup  - 36.0% 35.5% 36.4% 32.2% 34.0%

* Note.  Teacher reported non-parental ECEC in the year before school, except playgroup which is any 

time prior to entering full-time school. Some items have a lot of missing data, interpret with caution.



Child is regularly read to at home



Why it matters - learnings 
from research
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AEDC Predicts NAPLAN
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Vulnerability in emotional maturity and social competence predicts school 
exclusion
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Early vulnerability and later mental health and developmental disorder diagnoses



Since 2002, the Australian Government has worked in partnership with eminent child health 

research institutes, the Centre for Community Child Health at The Royal Children’s Hospital and the 

Murdoch Children’s Research Institute, and The Kids Research Institute Australia to deliver the 

Australian Early Development Census program to communities nationwide. The Australian 

Government continues to work with its partners and with state and territory governments to 

implement the AEDC.


