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The Kids Research Institute Australia acknowledges
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as the
Traditional Custodians of the land and waters of Australia.
We also acknowledge the Nyoongar Wadjuk, Yawuru,
Kariyarra and Kaurna Elders, their people and their land
upon which The Kids is located and seek their wisdom in
our work to improve the health and development of all
children.
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Trends In child development




Summary indicators — DV1 and DV2
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The percentage of children who are
devedoprmentally vulnerable on one or
more AEDC domains),

The percentage of children who are
developmentally vuinarable on two or
more AEDC domains.,



Summary indicators — OT5
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The percentage of children who are
developmentally on track on five
AEDC domains.



Trends in specific domains

of development




Trends on each developmental domain
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== Physical health and wellbeing 9.3% 9.3% 9.7% 9.6% 9.8% 10.0% « 0.2
—a—Sacial competence 9.5% 9.3% 9.9% 9.8% 8.6% 10.7% — ™11
=s=—Emotional maturity 8.9% 7.6% 8.4% 8.4% B.5% 10.0% —’]‘ 1.5
== anguage and cognitive skills [school-based) B8.9% 6.8% 6.5% 6.6% 7.3% T.7% _ /[\ 0.4
Communication skills and general knowledge 9.2% 9.0% B.5% 8.2% 8.4% 8.9% /]\ 0.5
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What might be sitting behind

these trends?







Trends in OT5 by socio-economic status
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Trends in OT5 by geographical location OT5

7%
65% -
60% -
56.2% '
54 8o 55.2% 36.0% €4.0%
S5%
50% —a— Major Cities of Australia
- ) == |nmer Regional Australia
45% ot
« Duter Regional Australia
a0% - ++==+ - Remote Australia
=« Very Remote Australia
35% - ) P i
-.._'33.-3%-—--—1.-- 35.1% o o o s
30% - - : 33.4% 313.3% 33.2%
29.8%
25%
20% r . ! ' : :
2009 2012 2015 2018 2021 2024

DISCOVER - PREVENT - CURE



Early education and care attendance

Preschool 86.6% 90.5% 90.6% 92.4% 92.3% 93.3%
Daycare 34.7% 42.5% 41.9% 51.8% 55.1% 62.4%
Family Daycare 2.5% 4.7% 5.6% 5.2% 4.6% 4.1%
Grandparents 4.8% 15.9% 18.0% 20.5% 19.3% 20.9%
Other relative 1.3% 5.7% 5.8% 5.5% 5.1% 6.2%
Nanny 0.6% 1.9% 2.0% 2.1% 1.7% 1.7%
Other person 2.5% 5.6% 5.1% 3.6% 3.1% 2.9%
Playgroup - 36.0% 35.5% 36.4% 32.2% 34.0%

* Note. Teacher reported non-parental ECEC in the year before school, except playgroup which is any
time prior to entering full-time school. Some items have a lot of missing data, interpret with caution.
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Child is regularly read to at home
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Why It matters - learnings

from research




AEDC Predicts NAPLAN

B Numeracy Year 3 (n=21,881)
W Reading Year 3 (n=21,977)

Physical health
and wellbeing

O

e

e o Social
Competence
®
— Emotional
Maturity

Language and
Cognitive Skills
(School-based)

o

Developmentally Vulnerable / At risk (2009 AEDC)

Communication
and General
Knowledge

0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0 4.5 5.0 55

Adjusted Odd Ratios of not meeting the National Minimum Standard

4 R
Bell, M. (2017). Developmental Vulnerabilities at School Entry Predicted Early Indicators of Disengagement [Doctoral dissertation,
DISCOVER - PREVENT - CURE University of Western Australia. University of Western Australia Research Repository. https://api.research-
- repository.uwa.edu.au/ws/portalfiles/portal/18357061Repository
N




Vulnerability in emotional maturity and social competence predicts school
exclusion

= <80% attendance (n=17,339)
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Early vulnerability and later mental health and developmental disorder diagnoses

Figure 2. Adjusted associations (odds ratios with 95% confidence intervals) between early childhood risk categories
(derived from the latent class analysis of the Australian Early Development Census) and mental iliness diagnoses in children
aged 6—|3years.
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DISCOVER - PREVENT - CURE Green MJ, Tzoumakis S, Laurens KR, et al. Early developmental risk for subsequent childhood mental disorders in an Australian
L population cohort. Australian & New Zealand Journal of Psychiatry. 2019;53(4):304-315. doi:10.1177/0004867418814943




Since 2002, the Australian Government has worked in partnership with eminent child health
research institutes, the Centre for Community Child Health at The Royal Children’s Hospital and the
Murdoch Children’s Research Institute, and The Kids Research Institute Australia to deliver the
Australian Early Development Census program to communities nationwide. The Australian
Government continues to work with its partners and with state and territory governments to
implement the AEDC.
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